
Experience at the EMBL with Debian: 

the viewpoint of a scientist 

Sandor Brockhauser 

EMBL-Grenoble 
 

Debian for Scientific Facilities Days 

ESRF 

Grenoble, France 

June 24-26, 2012 

 



S. Brockhauser, EMBL-Grenoble 

 

EMBL - ESRF 



S. Brockhauser, EMBL-Grenoble 



S. Brockhauser, EMBL-Grenoble 

EMBL Units 

• Cell Biology- Heidelberg 
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• Bioinformatics - Cambridge 

• Mouse Biology - Rome 
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Paromomycin binding to 30S 
http://www.mrc-lmb.cam.ac.uk/ribo/homepage/mov_and_overview.html 
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• MX: 

BM14, ID14-1, ID14-4, ID23-1, ID23-2, ID29 

• BioSAX: 

BM29 

 

EMBL at the SB Beamlines 
Hassan Belrhali,  

Babu Manjasetty 

Sandor Brockhauser, 

Andrew McCarthy 

Max Nanao 

Adam Round, 

Petra Pernot (ESRF) 
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• Diffractometer 
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• Humidity Control Device 
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• Hardware:  

 motion control: PMAC/Galil/V-DPAP 

 generic computing: i686, x86_64, tesla/fermi 

• OS: Windows/MacOS/Linux (suse, redhat, centos, 

ubuntu, debian, gentoo) 

• Local developments  

 mostly for specific target platform 

 cross platform: java (3D stereo beamline modeling) 

• PXSOFT (for linux with full support for multiple versions):  

 applications compiled from source, or 

 binary distributions maintained with required libs 

Computing diversity 
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• Open development platform 

Academic spirit 

Democratic management 

Using Debian 

HAD problem with redhat 
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The release of Redhat6 was already slow and 

Centos followed it with an extra 9 months of delay 
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• Up-to-date upgrades for both binary/source packages 

• Maintain all configuration and customisation settings as 

.deb packages 

 

Future directions at EMBL 

Single Linux OS 

DEBIAN 7 
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Thank you for your attention! 


